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Man Subtitle Indonesia Momentum It took less than
30 years for our ancestors to transform a gigantic
spiritual system, with its attendant body of teaching,
doctrine and rituals, into a global, material,
technological system driven by men, women and
children. The hand of ‘Buddhism’ can be seen in the
founding of the Royal Navy, which was popularly
believed to have saved England from the French
when the were again threatening invasion during
the Seven Years War. Many of the first officers were
Protestant of the Church of England, but others had
a mixed faith and some were Orthodox. The Royal
Navy was clearly a bridge between civilised secular
and religious society, for on the one hand it was the
Christian church that founded and directed it and on
the other it was a bulwark against threats from the
Devil. The Royal Navy’s first captain, Charles
Wager, was appointed in 1771 and appointed by
George III, at twenty-six years old, as commander-in-
chief of the Royal Navy and Admiral of the Fleet in
North America. At that time there was no navy in
North America and the King expected him to curb
the outrageous behaviour of the American settlers,
especially the Americans’ drunkenness and ‘freedom



of information’. In fact Wager was willing to ignore
the settlers’ freedoms, he wanted a fleet of two
hundred and forty ships and he used this fleet to
establish an imperial policy, underwritten by the
belief that the British Empire was the centre of
moral gravity for the ‘civilised’ world. On the other
hand, the British settlers took to drink, in part as the
consequences of the frontier-like lifestyle, as they
had no prohibition or civic authority to check their
alcohol consumption. A poignant example of this
tension between civilised and uncivilised society is
the famous case of the Peregrine. This ship could
only carry 523 passengers and yet was worth over
£200,000 in cargo; she was made of teak, mahogany
and rosewood, painted white, and even had public
ballrooms, rows of small ‘sitting rooms’ and gold and
crystal chandeliers. She was built by slaves, for
slaves, between the 7th and 10th years of the 19th
century. In 1920, the ship was traded in a piece; it
was bought by the Hobart Steam Navigation
Company and in 1929, British Transport
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